“Like living
stones, let
yourselves
be built into
a spiritual
house to
be a holy
priesthood to
offer spiritual
sacrifices
acceptable to
God through
Jesus Christ”

1 Peter 2:5
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Since its opening in 2021, the Monsignor Walter C. Orlowski Recreation and
Wellness Center has become a vibrant hub for our parish and community. As
Monsignor Walter said, “We’re building on what we already have—to encourage
health in body, mind, and spirit. It’s all about creating a parish even more
welcoming than ever before.”

This vision was made possible through the generosity of parishioners who
supported the We Stand with Christ campaign, along with additional donations.
However, to complete construction, we needed to take out a $3,000,000 loan in
the fall of 2021.

Thanks to campaign funds, weekly offertory, and monthly mortgage reduction
collections, we've been making monthly payments of $15,000. Unfortunately,
only $3,000 of that goes toward the principal. With the final We Stand with
Christ distribution now complete, we rely solely on parishioner support to cover
this debt. At this rate, it could take decades to pay off—and over $2,000,000 in
interest could be lost that could otherwise support a variety of parish events
and initiatives. '

That’s why we’re launching the Forward in Faith campaign, with a goal of
$1,500,000 and a challenge goal of $2,500,000; this will allow us to retire the
debt and fulfill our parish’s obligation to the Annual Bishop’s Appeal which is, as
it has been for the last years, $154,000.

Pledges can be paid over three years, and every gift matters. While not everyone
can give the same amount, we can all make the same sacrifice. As Jesus
reminded us in the story of the Widow’s Mite, the value of a gift lies in the spirit
of generosity behind it. May our gifts be a reflection of our true appreciation to
God for the gifts He has given us.

As the Lord has blessed us in the past, may He bless us abundantly once again
as we move Forward in Faith toward a debt-free future that empowers our
mission to spread the love and mercy of Our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Gratefully,

Fr. Frank




