Campaign Kick-Off & Volunteer Recruitment Weekend
April 26-27, 2025

From Fr. Frank...

It is with great enthusiasm that we officially kick off our Forward in Faith Capital Campaign to eliminate our
parish debt! Our efforts for the next few months will be directed at raising a minimum of $1,5000,000 — with
a challenge of raising over $2 million for eliminate our debt and fund future projects. Throughout the history
of our parish, our families have made the necessary sacrifices in all aspects of parish life and stewardship to
further the mission of Christ. As we continue to move forward and prosper as a parish community, we are
confident that this challenge will be met with the same degree of commitment and participation.

We are all aware of the commitment and sacrifice that this will take; we will all need to work together to
ensure that this campaign will be a complete success.

Our Campaign Plan calls for personal contact of every registered member of the St. Matthew Parish family.
We want this campaign to be successful, for our benefit and for the benefit of many generations to come. So,
you will all have the option to either attend an informational reception, or you can schedule a personal visit
with someone on the campaign committee to explain and discuss the campaign with you.

PARISH RECEPTIONS

Everyone who is registered with the Parish will receive an invitation to one of our Campaign Receptions, if you
have not already. There will be a total of 8 receptions held, in the afternoon and evenings, so that we can
accommodate all parishioners.

| am asking every parishioner to please attend one of these receptions. At these receptions, you will hear first-
hand about our plan of action (directly from myself and members of the Campaign Committee) ask questions
and learn how you can make a lasting impact on our community, you will be able to pick up your personal
campaign materials.

YOU WILL NOT BE ASKED TO MAKE A PLEDGE DECISION AT THE RECEPTIONS.

These receptions are simply a chance to come together as a community, gain detailed information about the
campaign, have some refreshments, and ask questions.

We ask everyone to please RSVP as soon as you receive your invitation, so that we know which event you are
attending, and so that we may appropriately plan for refreshments and materials, without waste.

I look forward to meeting with you personally at one of these events to discuss this vital effort.



CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Today, in addition to asking you to attend one of our campaign receptions, | wish to encourage all adults
present to volunteer a small amount of their time to the campaign.

As | mentioned, our plan calls for personal contact of every member of our parish, and we do need help to do
this. We need many volunteers to help with RSVP phone calls and encourage attendance. We also need
volunteers to assist with mailings, and with our receptions — you need only to sign up to help at one reception,
these are not long commitment.

Finally, for those who would rather not, or those unable to attend a reception, we have planned to do the next
best thing — bring the campaign reception to you. So, we will need volunteers to help share the scope of the
campaign by making follow-up calls and/or visits.

This is a momentous effort in our parish, and we need every family in our community to be a part of it. We
know, however, that for whatever reason, some will be unable to attend a reception. Therefore, beginning in
late May and June, we will start our follow-up contact phase. Our volunteers will contact and potentially visit
those who did not have the opportunity to attend a reception to discuss the campaign and allow them the
opportunity to join us in our endeavor.

Everyone who attends a reception will not need to be contacted by a volunteer, nor will they be mailed
campaign materials, as they will receive them at the event. This will greatly reduce the amount of work for
those who are sacrificing their time for our parish and save us a great deal on postage costs, so again, | am
asking you to PLEASE, make a special effort to attend one of our receptions here in our church.

THE VOLUNTEER CARD

If you are willing to assist us in helping us get mailings out, with RSVP calls for receptions, or help us in
greeting or passing out materials at a reception, please take the time, right now, to fill out a volunteer card.
Volunteer Cards and Pencils are already in the pews

Please look and pass them on to others in the pew.

Please print your name, phone number, and Email address on the card, and also check the boxes for the areas
of the campaign that you are willing to volunteer.

Take a few moments to fill out your volunteer card. Please look at the end of the pew for a card and pencil.

No special qualifications are necessary to volunteer except your willingness to sacrifice a small amount of your
time, and your desire to see that we accomplish our goal. The more volunteers who sign up, the less work
each volunteer will have to do.

We have a strong Campaign Committee who will lead us in this project, but we do need a lot more help. We
need you. We would like to recruit at least 30 volunteers from this Mass today. By working on this campaign,
you will be doing something special for our Catholic Community and our future. And who knows, you may
even make a few new friends at the same time.

For everyone who has signed up as a volunteer, please drop your volunteer card in the collection baskets
today and we will be contacting you soon. Thank you.

CONCLUSION

In closing, | wish to thank you on behalf of the parish, for your cooperation. | look forward to working with
you on this campaign, and to meeting with you at a Campaign Reception during the coming weeks.
Remember, the success of the campaign depends on all of us. This is not MY project, but our project, a project
for our entire parish family. | hope that you, as parishioners of the St. Matthew family will help us complete
this project with success. Thank you.

In Christ,

Fr. Frank Hoffmann, Pastor



