
My dear faithful Confirmation Candidates and Families, 

 

Finally, finally, finally, we have some movement on our long-awaited Confirmation. 

 

I appreciate more than I can ever express all your patience. I am sure it has been more than 

frustrating waiting and not knowing. It has been that for me. I have been in constant 

conversation about this day, but getting it moving has been particularly challenging. COVID, 

the Bishop's schedule, Monsignor's health, church guidelines, and State guidelines, has 

made setting up Sacrament celebrations a difficult thing to manage. 

 

During these incredibly challenging days, when so much of life has changed, I hope 

however, the one constant that you can always depend on is your faith. You all worked so 

hard in meeting the requirements of your sacrament preparation, and you are all so 

deserving of your special day. 

 

How I miss the chatter, laughter, questions, music, ministry of sharing mass, confirmation 

class, and events with you all, and I look forward to celebrating you as best as we can. 

 

So, what I know (and do not know) today: 

 

Confirmation will take place over two Saturdays in October (which two Saturdays is not 

settled yet, but I should have that answer in the next week or so).  It will be held during 6 

separate sessions, (3 sessions on each of those Saturdays). The probable time for each 

session will be 10am, 12pm or 2pm on each of those two Saturdays, to allow for cleaning 

and sanitizing in between sessions. First communion candidates are utilizing Signup Genius, 

or Eventbrite sign up for the dates/times for their sacrament. We will most likely use the 

same system once the specific dates and times are finalized. 

 

The Bishop will NOT be conferring the Sacrament at our parish. I know it is disappointing, 

but due to the size of our class and the amount of time necessary for all the sessions under 

the social distancing restrictions, he cannot make it work. He also did not want to be able to 

confer to part of our class and not all of it. I am not sure yet, who will be conferring the 

sacrament, but Father Sunil is working on that issue. That is why we do not know which 2 

Saturdays yet, because we must check the schedule of the Celebrant(s). We should have this 

resolved quickly. 

 

Confirmation will take place during these 6 sessions inside the church (so that we do not 

have to plan on a rain date). Confirmation will be limited in each session to 15 students, 

their sponsor, and 5 family members (parents, siblings, etc.). Catechists and staff will be 

present to assist in seating and directing. NO other people will be allowed in church. 

 



The Candidate, their sponsor and the 5 family members will all have a designated pew in the 

church, separate from each candidate. The candidate will sit at the end of their row (towards 

the middle aisle), with their sponsor next to them in the pew and family members filling out 

the rest of that row.  This will allow distance in the row itself, and distance from the next 

row. 

 

The Confirmation Robe requirement has been suspended, and candidates should dress 

appropriately. No sneakers, jeans, or short dresses/skirts. Candidates will wear nametags 

with their confirmation names on them which will be distributed upon arrival for your 

session. 

 

These details are still being finalized, but during each session, the candidates will rise, when 

the celebrant presents the class, kneel for the calling forth of the Holy Spirit, and kneel for 

the anointing with chrism oil. Masks must be worn in church, and all other COVID social- 

distancing requirements must be followed. Unfortunately, no handshakes will happen after 

the anointing. No pictures will be taken with the celebrant afterwards, and no reception will 

take place. More information will be forthcoming when these details are finalized. 

 

The requirement of a full confirmation mass has been suspended, but there will be readings, 

a homily, and other meaningful commentary to the candidates. There may be a need for 

readers and if so, I would love volunteers. More information on that when the 

sacrament procedure plans are finalized. 

 

It is not perfect by any means. But I am so happy to be able to see you complete your 

Sacrament. I am so happy that we can finally plan this for each of you. I know it has been a 

disappointing time with many changes to school, sports, church, and life. I get it. I so 

envisioned your Confirmation mass with you all together, and the talented students in 

band/choir, leading us in song, and our incredible readers and gift bearers being a big part 

of the mass. I love seeing that day through your eyes, watching so proudly as the class is 

confirmed. Although quite different this year, and the ceremony toned down, what has not 

changed is my pride for you all and my happiness at seeing you each receive your 

sacrament. Although it will be done on a much smaller scale, each session will be a beautiful 

and happy celebration of each of you, as the Holy Spirit is sealed in you and you each 

become new leaders of the church, ready to share your incredible gifts with the world. It will 

be so nice to see the completion of all your hard work. 

 

So that is the information that I have (and do not have) to share with you all. I anticipate 

questions so please feel free to ask away. 

 

One last issue to cover:  SPONSORS.  If you need to change your sponsor due to travel 

restrictions, mandatory quarantines, illness, or any other reason, please let me know 

immediately. I am quite sure that most of you have a sponsor locally, or from a nearby state 



with no quarantine restrictions, but life has changed, and this may have changed also. Your 

sponsor can still be your sponsor and we can have a proxy stand in (not a parent), or if you 

want to get a different sponsor that is fine too. I would just need their immediate 

information. We can make it work. So please reach out to me immediately if you think your 

sponsor will be an issue in October. There were still a handful of you that never gave me a 

sponsor in the first place, so this would be the time to make that happen. 

 

Now that we have at least this information, I will update you repeatedly as soon as more 

details become final. 

 

My court remains closed, so I have been working at various courthouses, without my 

permanent computer and equipment. If I do not respond immediately to an email and you 

need an immediate response, please feel free to contact me via cell 203-722-9367. 

 

Honestly so looking forward to your Confirmations. 

 

All my best, 

Liz 
 


