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                       St. MATTHEW CHURCH 
        216 Scribner Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06854 
   Pastor: Msgr. Walter C. Orlowski 
  203-838-3788, ext. 101; StMattParish@hotmail.com   
  Parochial Vicar: Fr. Sunil Pereira 
  203-838-3788, ext. 114;  PereiraIMS@yahoo.com 
  Pastoral Assistant: Sr. Sally Norcross 
  203-838-3788, ext. 118;  SNorcross@StMatthewNorwalk.org 
  Parish Administration 
  Office : 203-838-3788; ext. 101; fax: 203-838-8195 
  email: StMattParish@hotmail.com 
  website: StMatthewNorwalk.org 
  Registration Forms: in the Office & online 
  Business Manager: Steve Buckett, 203-838-3788 
  ext. 103; SBuckett@StMatthewNorwalk.org 

Stay connected with Msgr, Fr. Sunil and our Parish 
Family for Masses, Video Messages & Email  
Updates. Please send your updated email address 
to the Parish email to ensure you don’t miss out on messages:  
StMattParish@hotmail.com 
Website: StMatthewNorwalk.org 
Facebook: @StMatthewNorwalk 
Instagram: StMatthewChurchNorwalk 
Twitter: StMatthewNorwLK 
Newsletter: St. Matt Weekender 

 

Send us your email to receive our newsletter:  
StMattParish@hotmail.com 

Msgr. and Fr. Sunil bring Masses into your home by 
live-streaming on Facebook (@StMatthewNorwalk).  
If you’re not on Facebook, you can still watch the Masses 
live! See bottom of this page for instructions, or visit our 
website for more information. We also post video of all 
Masses on our website shortly after they are completed. 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separat-
ed from You. Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

The Mass is our greatest prayer. Not on Facebook? You 
can still pray with us during our Live Masses – you don’t 
need to have a Facebook account! 
OPTION 1: Just go to our FB Page: @StMatthewNorwalk. If 
a pop-up window asks you to log-in, just click “NOT NOW”. 
You will be on the HOME tab. Click on the “POSTS” tab to 
view the live stream Mass.  
OPTION 2: HAVE A SMART TV or Amazon Fire Stick? You 
can watch the Mass live stream on the FACEBOOK WATCH 
APP without starting a Facebook account. See the list of 
supported tvs & devices. Just download the Facebook 
Watch app and add it your device, and search 
for @StMatthewNorwalk.  
If you can’t watch live, you can still participate in the Mass 
by going to our website and watching the Mass Video lo-
cated on our Website .  

View Masses Live without FB Account 

THANK YOU, DISCALA FOUNDATION 

From Msgr: A huge THANK YOU to the Michael and 
Donna DiScala Foundation for a major gift to our Parish 
to assist the homeless, those who are unemployed, 
those who are struggling in any way, shape or kind. 
It’s given in honor of their mother, Mrs. Mary 
DiScala, who recently celebrated her 100th Birthday, 
whom we pray for. I’m so grateful for their generous 
gift.  
      If you know of someone with significant needs in     
      NORWALK, please contact us, we’re glad to help. 
       Please provide: you name, phone, email & details. 

Food Pantry Donations 

· Non-perishable donations only, please. 
· Do not leave items inside the Church. 
· Please leave all bags outside of the Parish Center Doors   
   (by the Great Room). We need to air them out,  
    spray and wipe down bringing them inside our building.  
· Thank you for your donations! 
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Bishop Frank announced Phase One of our gradual return to public Mass, beginning with the outdoor 
public celebration of Mass. Msgr will have an announcement during our 11am May 17th Live Stream 

Mass regarding our return to public outdoor Masses. After his announcement, be sure 
to check the website for updates. Bishop’s letter is below. 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In the joy of Easter, I wish to announce the good news that in consultation with the pastors of the 
Diocese, we will be able to begin the outdoor public celebration of Mass on May 21, the Ascension 
of our Lord. This is the first step in a process that will remain consistent with Governor Ned 

Lamont’s call for the gradual reopening of the state in a way that safeguards public health and safety. It is my hope 
that the reopening of our churches, which represents phase two in our planning process, may be possible soon. 

Before I outline some of the proposed details for the first phase of plan, I wish to express my sincere thanks for your 
patience, perseverance and fidelity during this most difficult time, when public Masses were suspended. While it has 
been a great sacrifice for all of us, especially those who have watched a relative or friend fall ill, buried a loved one or 
remained in isolation and even fear, I believe that observing the state’s shelter at home order has saved many lives. On 
behalf of all priests of the diocese, permit me to say how much we have missed you and look forward to welcoming 
you back home to your parish homes. 
We have also been reminded that in our darkest hour, the Lord did not abandon us. 

Our planning process assumes what most health experts have told us that the threat of the COVID-19 virus will be with 
us for some time. Whatever we plan must avoid a possible relapse in the progress we have made to eradicate this si-
lent killer from our midst. As a result, we will move forward in a gradual, systematic and responsible manner to resume 
public worship safeguarding the health and safety of our clergy and faithful. 

Further, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass will remain dispensed for the time being while we slowly resume the 
public celebration of Mass. This is recognition of the fact that seating will initially be limited at each celebration of 
Mass due to the state’s requirements for social distancing and other health mandates. It also recognizes that the elder-
ly, who are most vulnerable, should consider remaining sheltered at home for the time being. For this reason, my hope 
is that each parish will continue to live stream the celebration of Mass while public worship slowly resumes. 

The first phase in our plan to resume the celebration of Mass with the faithful is optional in nature and will remain in 
effect until Church buildings and other indoor venues can be safely reopened for worship. For those parishes that wish 
to offer Mass outdoors, one of two possible formats can be used. The first format will allow those who attend to be 
seated on chairs that will be arranged with proper social distancing. Individual outdoor seating up to 50 people. The 
second format will allow those who attend Mass to remain seated in their cars. The number of cars that can participate 
in an outdoor Mass will depend upon the size of the parking lot, the need to distance cars six feet apart from each oth-
er and allow for the safe exit of any car in case of an emergency. The outdoor venue and format for Mass will be desig-
nated by each pastor. 

In order to ensure an orderly process for the celebration of Mass outdoors, a series of guidelines have been established 
that details many of the concerns that need to be addressed, including the use of a parish reservation system either 
online or over the phone for each Mass, the creation of detailed norms for the distribution of Holy Communion in a 
safe manner and other liturgical considerations. These norms will be posted on our diocesan website and I invite you 
to read them at your convenience. In addition, I ask that you consult your parish website for more detailed information 
about your parish’s potential participation in this first phase of planning. 

Finally, I have asked each pastor to draft a parish plan for this first phase of planning to ensure that the particular 
needs of his parish are properly addressed. The guiding principle behind all such planning is to ensure the safety and 
health of our faithful and clergy, while preserving the sacredness of our liturgy and worship. 

As we take this first, hopeful step forward, I pray that the Lord Jesus will continue to bless you and your families in this 
time of enduring challenge. Let us look forward in joy and gratitude to worship and to celebrate our Lord’s blessings 
once again together as a family of faith. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

RETURN TO PUBLIC MASSES: PHASE ONE OUTDOOR 

https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/coronavirus/home/
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  2020 St. Matthew Scholarships 

In Memory Of... 

Please Pray for… 

Helen Shaughnessy 
 Diana DeVito Swist 

who have gone home to the Lord.  
May eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord, and let perpetual                                                         
light shine upon them. 

CHURCH HOURS for Private Prayer 

  ·  Saturday, May 16 & Sunday, May 17: 
     The Church will open from 1pm-7pm 
     for private prayer. 
    · During the week, the Church remains open for  
      private prayer, 9am-7pm, except when live  
      streaming 11am Mass or during any outdoor  
      services or Confession. 
  · Face masks are required to enter the church. 
  · Please observe social distancing of at least six  
    feet to keep everyone safe; no more than five 
     people in the church at one time. 

Call Msgr for Prayers for Sick,  
Graveside Arrangements 

If you need to reach Msgr. for prayers for a sick  
family member, for the death of someone, for an  
emergency, call him on his cell 203-246-5785. Please 
leave your name and your telephone number so that he can 
return your call. 

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office remains closed for regular business. 
Emails (StMattParish@hotmail.com) are monitored regularly 
and phone messages are monitored for emergencies. 

HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE STUDENTS: Our 2020 St. 
Matthew Scholarships are open to all High School & 
College Youth - Apply Now Online.  
ONLINE APPLICATIONS are available on the main 
page of our website: 
http://stmatthewnorwalk.org/2020-application-for-
tuition-assistance/  
 
Online Application Deadline:  June 30th, 5pm. 
Please read all instructions carefully! 

· Pull up to the front of the church.  
· Stay in your car. 
· Wear your mask. Msgr will wear his mask & gloves 
 to hear your Confession at a 6ft distance. 
PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL 
1PM ON SATURDAY FOR PRIVATE PRAYER. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE  
ASCENSION OF THE LORD,  

Thursday, May 21st 

Msgr to announce Mass Times during this Sunday’s 
11am Livestream Mass on FB @StMatthewNorwalk. 

Drive-Through CONFESSIONS 
Saturday, May 16: 11am-12noon 

mailto:StMattParish@hotmail.com
http://stmatthewnorwalk.org/2020-application-for-tuition-assistance/
http://stmatthewnorwalk.org/2020-application-for-tuition-assistance/
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MAY: MONTH OF OUR  LADY 

At this most difficult time, if you are in real need of 
someone to do your grocery shopping, I’ve had nu-
merous offers from volunteers who can help. Call 
me on my cellphone: 203-246-5785….Msgr. Walter 

Need Help With Groceries? 

Many families in the parish have lost their jobs. You can 
make a donation: https://www.osvhub.com/
stmatthewnorwalk/funds/st-matthew-parishioners-in-need  
 A link can also be found on our parish website.  Or, you 
can mail in a donation to the church, too.  Grateful for 
all you can do to help.  

Parishioners in Need 

Reading 1                                                   Acts 8:5–8, 14–17 

     Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed 

the Christ to them. With one accord, the crowds paid 

attention to what was said by Philip when they heard it 

and saw the signs he was doing. For unclean spirits, crying 

out in a loud voice, came out of many possessed people, 

and many paralyzed or crippled people were cured. There 

was great joy in that city. 

     Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samar-

ia had accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter 

and John, who went down and prayed for them, that they 

might receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon 

any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 

 

Reading 2                                                           1 Pt 3:15–18 

 Beloved: Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. 

Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentle-

ness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so 

that, when you are maligned, those who defame your 

good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame. 

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will 

of God, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins 

once, the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that 

he might lead you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he was 

brought to life in the Spirit. 

 

Gospel                                                                    Jn 14:15–21 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep 

my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate to be with you always, the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it 

neither sees nor knows him. But you know him, because 

he remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave 

you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world 

will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live 

and you will live. On that day you will realize that I am in 

my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has 

my commandments and observes them is the one who 

loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Fa-

ther, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” 

This Sunday’s Readings 

We have received emails and calls about how to  
continue donations during this time—we’re grateful. 
You can continue to send your offertory envelopes  
to the Church (216 Scribner Avenue, Norwalk), or 
contribute online which is free and easy.https://
www.osvhub.com/stmatthewnorwalk/funds  
 
This link can be found on our website:  
StMatthewNorwalk.org 
If you need any help, please email us.  Our staff is 
ready to help: StMattParish@hotmail.com.  
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CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETIN 




