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                       St. MATTHEW CHURCH 
        216 Scribner Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06854 
  Pastor: Msgr. Walter C. Orlowski 
  203-838-3788, ext. 101; StMattParish@hotmail.com   
  Parochial Vicar: Fr. Sunil Pereira 
  203-838-3788, ext. 114;  PereiraIMS@yahoo.com 
  Parochial Vicar: Fr. Bruce Roby 
  203-838-3788, ext. 112;  FrRoby@Diobpt.org 
  Pastoral Assistant: Sr. Sally Norcross 
  203-838-3788, ext. 118;  SNorcross@StMatthewNorwalk.org 
  Parish Office: M-Th: 9am-4pm; Fri: 9am-1pm 
  Office: 203-838-3788; ext. 101; fax: 203-838-8195 
  email: StMattParish@hotmail.com 
  website: StMatthewNorwalk.org 
  Registration Forms: in the Office & online 
  Business Manager: Steve Buckett, 203-838-3788, ext. 103 

MON 
04 

WED 
06 
 

THUR 
07 

          This Week at St. Matthew...  

SAT 
09 

TUES 
05 

SUN 
10 

            CHURCH—OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
                        Monday-Friday: 7am-4pm  
       
     MASS SCHEDULE: Weekend Reservations required 
      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/stmatthewnorwalk 
 
Saturday:  2:45-3:30pm Confession by the piano 
                     4:00pm      Mass       
    Sunday:  7:30am       Mass 
                     9:00am       Mass 
                   10:30am       Mass 
                   12:00pm       Mass 
                     5:00pm       Mass 
  Mon-Fri:  12:10 pm      Live Stream Masses 
  Tues/Wed/Thurs: 12:10 pm  INDOOR Mass: no res. needed  
  First Friday: 12:10pm  Indoor & Live Stream, followed    
  by Adoration through 7pm. 

    HOLY EUCHARIST  
    If someone is ill, homebound or hospitalized, 
    please call Sr. Sally Norcross, ext.118 
    CONFESSION in the Church by the piano 
    Saturday, 3:15-4pm; First Tuesday, 7-8pm 
    ADORATION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT 
     First Tuesday, 7-8pm; First Friday, after 12:10pm Mass-7pm 
    ANOINTING  
    To receive the Sacrament of Anointing: please contact   
    Fr. Sunil, ext. 114; or ext.101. 
    BAPTISMS  
    Sundays, 1pm; Pre-Bap Workshops are held via Zoom. 
     Contact  Lorraine DeRosa:   Lorraine.711@hotmail.com. 
    RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
    Janet Mitchell, ext. 107;  StMattRelEd@gmail.com 
    CONFIRMATION 
    Liz Reid, ext. 107;  email: StMattRelEd@gmail.com 
    YOUTH MINISTRY  
    ext. 107; StMattRelEd@gmail.com 
    MARRIAGE: Lorraine DeRosa  
    email: Lorraine.711@hotmail.com 
    MUSIC MINISTRY: Val Wyman, ext. 109 
    CONSULTATIONS: Professional Consultations are 
    held virtually. Email Margaret Riobo:  
    StMatthewConsultations@gmail.com 
   INTERCESSORY PRAYER: Ramona Bouffard:  
   StMatthewPrays@gmail.com 

                                             ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Pre-Baptism Workshops take place on Zoom. If you wish to have 
your child Baptized, but haven’t attended a Pre-Bap Workshop, please 
contact Lorraine:  Lorraine.711@hotmail.com to schedule a Zoom 
meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled Sundays at 1pm. Please contact Lorraine 
DeRosa to schedule a date: Lorraine.711@hotmail.com 

FRI 
08 

Are You Visiting? We’re delighted to 

have you here! Want to become a 

member of the Parish Family?  

Online registration is quick and easy! 

Click here, or visit the website. 

  Pre-Baptism Workshops & Baptisms 

   
 
 

  12:10pm   Live Stream Mass  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  12:10pm    In-person & Live Stream Mass 
   7:00pm     Confession & Adoration through 8pm 

 
10:00am   Curbside Food Pantry through 11:30am 
   12:10pm   In-person & Live Stream Mass  
     8:00pm   AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  12:10pm    In-person & Live Stream Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  12:10pm    In-person & Live Stream Mass 

 
 

            
        Weekend Masses Require a Reservation 
            Reserve on Website, or call ext. 120 
    2:45pm    Confession through 3:30pm (indoors) 
    4:00pm    Mass     
 
 
 
 
 

    7:30am    Mass 
    9:00am    Mass  
   10:30am   Mass & Live Stream 
    outdoor Communion after Mass through 11:45am 
  12:00pm    Mass 
    5:00pm    Mass  

Our Newly Baptized 

St. Matthew warmly welcomes 
Mitza Joseph to our Parish Family! 

Congratulations to her parents and loved ones! 

The Magi Teach Us to be Open to All... 

“The Magi Teach us  
we are called to be open to all,  

trusting, and filled with  
the wonder of God’s Creation.”  

Msgr. Walter 
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  December 23, 2020 
 
    On Monday morning, December   
   21, Msgr. Walter entered into   
   Eternal Life. He was 68 years old; a   
   priest for 41 years, and Pastor of   
   St. Matthew Church for 26 years. His   
   entire life was spent in service to the   
   Lord and God’s people.  As we   
   grieve the loss of our beloved    
   Pastor, we also thank God for   
   the gift of him.   
    
   We know there was great joy    
  when he was meeting his Lord and    
  Savior face-to-face. It must have    
  been a great reunion with God 
  saying, “Welcome home, Walter.   
  Well-done, my good and faithful   
  servant. Come. Inherit the Kingdom   
  I’ve prepared for you.”  
   
  And it must have been a great  
  reunion with his Mom and Dad, and   
  all the thousands of people he  

  ministered to. It’s sad for us, and   
 yet as Msgr. always said, you and I   
 know the hope of heaven’s Kingdom.   
 This life is just a passageway to  
  Everlasting Life. So we celebrate a   
  great priest, a great Pastor, a great   
  Shepherd.  
 
   Although our hearts are heavy, 
Msgr. would have wanted us to feel  
the joy of the season and remember 
what he always taught us: God will 
never leave our side. He has not  
 abandoned our Parish Family. We take 
comfort in the story Msgr. always 
told: 
 
   “When I was in school, the Sisters 
of Mercy told us that someday all of 
us will be called Home. The Sisters 
asked us to dream of  what heaven 
was like. And they told us, even our  
wildest dreams can’t compare to 
what God will give us. Death is a 
stinging thing, no doubt. When we 

lose someone we love, it’s tough. 
Yet we must never lose sight: they 
are with our God. So we must always  
celebrate the one who left us, who 
shaped us in their loving ways, and 
make sure we follow their example.” 
    
 Msgr. loved life. He built this Church 
with his love, his leadership, and his 
joy. He was our spiritual father - a 
visible sign of just how our loving 
Father is. Now he is Shepherding 
the souls of parishioners who have 
gone before us. We pray with gratitude 
to the Lord for placing Msgr. in our 
lives. We pray in confidence of 
God’s hope of eternal life. Msgr, we 
love you, we miss you, and you will 
forever be in our hearts. Eternal  
rest grant unto him O lord, and may 
perpetual light shine upon him.  
 
   In Christ,  
   Fr. Sunil Pereira 
   Parochial Vicar 
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Bishop Frank J. Caggiano:  
“It is with a deep sense of sadness and of 
profound loss that we announce the 
passing of Msgr. Walter Orlowski,  
beloved pastor of St. Matthew Parish. 
His passing is an even more difficult 
Cross to bear for his parish family and all 
those who loved him, coming as it has 
just a few days before Christmas,” said 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano. 
 
“Throughout his ministry, his spirit of joy 
and compassion gathered an entire 
community around him and brought 
healing and affirmation to so many lives. 
His death is a great loss to parishioners, 
his brother priests, and to the entire 
community. He will be deeply missed by 
all,” the Bishop said. 

On September 14, 2019, when the  
parishioners of St. Matthew’s celebrated 
his 25th year as pastor and the 40th  
Anniversary of his Ordination to the 
priesthood, the Bishop offered praised 
Msgr.’s in the presence of his parishion-
ers: “You, my friends, are absolutely 
blessed to have a true spiritual father 
who has been here nearly a quarter of a 
century. One who has guided you, 
laughed with you, cried with you, walked 
with you, has come to love you—
probably more than he could love any-
thing or anyone else. You have respond-
ed to his vision because you have seen 
the genuineness of Msgr. Walter and 
what he wants: the best for you and for 
the Church.” 

A Bridgeport native, Msgr.  graduated 
from Bullard Havens Technical School 
and Saint Thomas Seminary in Bloom-
field. He completed his seminary studies 
at Saint Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, 
Md., and was ordained by Bishop Curtis 
in 1979. 
 
His first assignment was as Parochial 
Vicar at Saint Augustine Cathedral in 
Bridgeport. In 1984, he was named  
parochial vicar of Saint Mary Parish in 
Bethel, serving as temporary administrator 
of that parish in 1989. The following 
Msgr. Walter was assigned to Saint Luke 
Parish in Westport, before coming  
pastor of Saint Matthew’s in 1994. 
 
 



   January 3, 2021                                                   -   5  -                                  The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

In July 1994, he was named the fourth 
pastor of St. Matthew Parish in Norwalk 
and he brought great enthusiasm and 
energy to his ministry. Under his leader-
ship, on September 29, 1995, the ground
-breaking for the new Parish Center be-
came a reality with a Mass of Celebra-
tion officiated by Most Rev. Bishop Ed-
ward M. Egan. 
 
In late 2003, the church underwent an 
expansion, increasing the seating capacity 
and creating a family room that allowed  
families to more fully participate in 
Mass. On June 26, 2004, Bishop William 
E. Lori presided at the Rededication of 
St. Matthew Church. On November 4, 
2007, a Jubilee kick-off Mass was held to 
celebrate Saint Matthew’s 50th year 
anniversary. There was a year-long cele-
bration with spiritual and social events, 
which concluded on November 15, 
2008, with a Mass and gala. 
 
On June 1, 2019, St. Matthew Parish  
celebrated the groundbreaking for an 
18,000-square-foot two-story Recrea-
tion Center that will feature a basketball 
court, indoor walking/running track, and 
college lounge for a Catholic Newman 
Center Club. 

“We’re building on what we already 
have, to give people the training space 
and programs they need to encourage 
health in body, mind, and spirit,” accord-
ing to Msgr. Walter C. Orlowski. “It’s all 
about creating a parish even more wel-
coming than ever before—one that can 
be the center of people’s lives. It’s all for 
the good, all for God’s people.” 
 
On the occasion of his 40th anniversary 
as a priest, Msgr. Orlowski addressed the 
congregation during his homily for the 
Mass of Thanksgiving. On that day, 
priests, religious, dignitaries and five 
generations of parishioners packed the 
church. The procession into church in-
cluded representatives from the 1,016 
baptized by Monsignor while at St. 
Matthew, 2,252 First Communicants, 
1,599 young adults he prepared for  
Confirmation and 407 Couples who 
 received the Sacrament of Matrimony. 
 
“I’ve spent more than a third of my life 
here at St. Matthew,” said Monsignor. 
“There has never been a day or week 
when one of you hasn’t come up to me 
with a prayer, word of support or a hug. 
It has meant the world to me “When I 
gather together with you, I know I am 
with family,” he said. 

“It is you who inspires us,” he said to the 
faithful. “It is you who makes us better 
priests. It is you who fills us with your 
great spirituality that you possess in the 
community of St. Matthew. 40 years of 
priesthood has been a magnificent gift; I 
am blessed by you. 25 years and I have 
never felt alone—you have been there 
every step of the way. All of the great 
people of St. Matthew—it is you who 
make this place work. And I am grateful 
to God for you. God will take care of you, 
trust me,” Monsignor said. 
 
Msgr served as a member of the Priests’ 
Council and the College of Consulters, 
Dean of Deanery G, Mary, Mother of 
Divine Grace. He also served as priest 
president of the board of All Saints Catholic 
School in Norwalk, and as a board mem-
ber of Elderhouse of Norwalk. His words 
to young men considering the priest-
hood sum up the values he brought to 
his ministry as a priest: “Someone who’s 
thinking of a vocation to the priesthood 
should have a big heart and be willing to 
give of himself,” says Msgr. “The  
priesthood requires prayer, study, and 
above all service. If you’re willing to do 
that, the priesthood offers great peace 
and great joy that nothing else on earth 
can give.” 
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                  December 14—December 20, 2020 
  Offertory:                   $     19,486.85 
  Online Giving:                $        5,105.00 
 Total Regular Collection:              $     24,591.85 
 Offertory Same Week, 2019:            $      17,367.00 

    Parish Support     Mass Intentions for this Week 

  Saturday,  January 2 
     4:00 pm     † Jacques Alphonse, Living Intention 
                         † Riccardi Family, Living Intention 
                         † Fr. Tomi Thomas, Living Intention 
                         † Domenico Quattrocchi 
                         † Special Intention 
 

 Sunday, January 3 
     7:30 am     † Maria Ochoa Acevedo 
     9:00 am     † Nancy Rosenberger 
    10:30 am    † Antoinette Shatas 
             † Tessie Farrar 
                         † Anthony Trani  
                         † Billy Laux & Ronnie LaJoie 
   12:00 pm     † Clorinda Iacono  
     5:00 pm     † Msgr. Walter Orlowski 
 
  Monday, January 4 
   12:10 pm     † Jack DiScala 
 
 

  Tuesday, January 5 
   12:10 pm    † JoAnne Barton 
                        † Helen Kott 
     

  Wednesday, January 6 
   12:10 pm     † Joseph Milea 
 
 

  Thursday, January 7 
  12:10pm      † Anna A. Kelley 
                         † Marc Buther 
  Friday, January 8 
   12:10pm      † Clorinda Iacono 

Please pray for   
Edward Jankowski  

Msgr. Walter C. Orlowski 
Ernest (Buzz) Baron 

who have  gone home to the Lord.   
Eternal  rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may perpetual  

light shine upon them. 

  In Loving Memory 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week 
 for the healing of 

Jacques Alphonse 
offered by Marie –Ange Nicolas 
Please keep him in your prayers. 

Sanctuary Candle in Memory of... 

Weekend Masses require a reservation. 
Please use this link, call ext. 120, or scan —> 
The link is also on our website.  
If you’re unable to make a reservation, be  
sure to sign in at the door! 
 

Weekend Mass Reservations 

 CONFESSION &  
ADORATION 

Tuesday,  January 5,  7-8pm 
 

Walking with Purpose resumes from  
Christmas break on Wednesday, January 
13, 9:30am via Zoom. Our current pro-
gram is Fearless & Free, an 11-week Bi-
ble Study for women on the Book of 

Ephesians. Questions? Please contact Mallory Moyer, facilitator: 
WWP.StMatthewNorwalk@gmail.com 

Walking with Purpose  
Wednesday   I     January 13   I  9:30am

 
St. Matthew Church is pleased to offer free REMOTE  
consultations in the following specialty areas:  
RECOVERY LIFE COACH: Kathy Brown, MS, BSN 
Kathy Brown is available to meet with individuals who want to 
decrease or  eliminate their consumption of alcohol. 
FINANCIAL COUNSELOR: Ron Koroscil, MBA  
IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY: Anthony Febles, JD 
For an appointment, contact Margaret:  
StMatthewConsultations@gmail.com. The consultations will 
take place via Zoom, FaceTime, or by phone. 

  Professional Consultations 

The 2021 Mass Book is open for the first six months of the 
year, from January - June. If you would like to schedule a 
Mass intention for someone, living or deceased, please 
contact the Parish Office: 203-838-3788, ext. 101; 
StMattParish@hotmail.com 
 For those uncomfortable coming into the office, we can    
 easily mail you the Mass Card, or mail it to the family of    
 the person for whom the Mass is being offered. Or, if you 
 prefer, we can prepare the card so it’s ready for you to 
just pick up at the office. 

Mass Intentions Available 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/stmatthewnorwalk
mailto:WWP.StMatthewNorwalk@gmail.com
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 Dear Confirmation Candidates and Families: 
By now, most of you have heard the heartbreaking and devastating 
news of Monsignor Walter's passing. It has been a very difficult day for 
the family of Saint Matthew Parish. I write to you this evening and ask 
for your continued prayers. Prayers for Monsignor, for his family, the 
Parish Family of St. Matthew, Fr Sunil, Fr Bruce and Sister Sally.  
 
As I explained in my Advent cat story, Monsignor Walter always 
showed up for me when I needed him the most. I know many of you 
have your own stories where Monsignor has made a difference in your 
life. Please hold on to those memories as a true blessing of a life that 
was gifted to us by God. Monsignor loved you all deeply.  
 
He believed strongly in the youth of our parish and it is his commitment 
to you and our parish that will help us all in the days to come. The best 
way we can honor his memory is to continue to grow in and share, love, 
kindness, faith and community. He was so proud of my never-ending 
stories of the good of the youth in our parish. I am so grateful that I had 
the chance to visit with him recently and tell him all about this wonderful 
class. He knew that you were praying for him, and he thanked me for 
the gift of you all.  
 
I am sad that I didn't get to share your beautiful cards with him 
that  you dropped off yesterday, but I will be giving those cards to his 
two sisters in the future. In the days to come, I know they will find com-
fort in knowing how much Monsignor was loved by you all. This has 
been a very difficult day. As broke as my heart is today, it is also filled 
with tremendous gratitude. I shared so much happiness with Mon-
signor. He was a great priest, a great man, and a great friend. His loss 
will be immeasurable, but equally as vast is the memories and legacy 
that he leaves. Today, Monsignor is with the Lord. He is reunited with 
his parents and we truly have an angel watching over us. May he al-
ways rest in peace. I am here if you need anything.  
 
With my heartfelt prayers, Liz Reid, Confirmation Coordinator 
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Please have your child remember Msgr’s Warm Spirit and Devout 
Faith through a good deed, such as writing a letter to someone, help-
ing a parent, sibling or friend or sharing a story about him, etc. He is 
in Heaven now, with Christ and his Dear parents, but, please pray for 
all of us,  the St. Matthew Family, who are all grieving without our 
Beloved Pastor so close to Christmas. Our hearts are truly broken. 
                                Janet Mitchell, Coordinator of Religious Ed 
 
Gr. K-7 Religious Ed:  
Lesson on the Epiphany / Sacred Art 
Catholic Brain: 
Grade K -2 : Adventure Catechism Lesson 15 
Grade 3-5: Lesson 4 Creation and the Angels (Grade 3-5) 
Grade 6- 8: Lesson 4 Creation and the Angels (Grade 6-8) 
Gr. 8 Confirmation Candidates:  
I am hoping you all had  a blessed Christmas, and I hope 2021 
brings each of you  and your  families, good health and peace.  
Reminder: Confirmation Saint Name Reports and Sponsor  
Certificates are due January 7th. 
 Next Zoom Class is January 10th: 10:30am-11:10am. 
 Homework to do prior to that class: Catholic Brain   
 Chapter 5 (the Holy Spirit), and Catholic Brain main menu 
link—the lesson on Pentecost. For each lesson, watch the  
videos, take the quiz, and do the  journal entries.  
 



 CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
 911080: Saint Matthew Church 
 216 Scribner Avenue, Norwalk CT 06854 
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:  
PLEASE PRINT 700 COPIES AND SHIP TO: 216 SCRIBNER AVENUE, 
NORWALK, CT 06854 
 
PHONE 
1) 203-838-3788 ext. 120: Please use during the following Office 
hours:  Mon, Wed, Thurs: 12:30pm-4pm; Tues: 9am-12:30pm. 

2) IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE CALL: 203-644-2708 
 
SOFTWARE 
Microsoft Publisher 2003 
Adobe Acrobat 7.0 Standard 
 
PRINTER 
HP LaserJet 4250 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
1 through 10 

 
TRANSMISSION TIME:  December 23, 2020 
10-page bulletin 
 

 
 

 

 


